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startling to be told that there is something m
space, whether ether or any other element,
which will conduct waves around the globe,
and that those waves can be transformed back
and forth into sounds which can be heard over
great distances. How did Marconi arrive at
the conception of his invention ? He must first
have imagined the possibility of certain waves
travelling through space, being acquainted with
the phenomenon of waves, and then of one set
of waves being transformed into another, having
seen the similarity between one wave motion
and another. He put together various elements
of previous experience in a new order, so as to
produce a new effect. The wireless became
possible as the materialization of the form which
was built up by his imagination, of course after
diverse physical tests and incidentals.

Einstein's theory of Relativity is an outstand-
ing instance of an imaginative hypothesis.
Certain parts of it are not susceptible of accept-
ance on the basis of reasoning with our practical
experience, for when he talks of curved space
and a finite universe, he is advancing proposi-
tions which are totally unfamiliar to our experi-
ence. Nevertheless, his theory offers the best